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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear Colleagues, Dear Friends,

The last TRAN meeting was a very special one: the first ever with no other
Member than your faithful Chair present in the room as a result of the new
COVID restriction measures implemented by the European Parliament. Although
our remote working tools are increasingly efficient and allow us to participate
fully, I look forward to welcoming you back soon!

Yet despite the 100% remote participation, we had another very fruitful
meeting. Firstly, we successfully voted to confirm the provisional agreement on rail passenger rights. We then started
debating two important own-initiative reports for our TRAN Committee: on the tourism strategy and on measures for a
cleaner and more efficient maritime transport. We had exchanges on amendments on the revision of the TEN-T guidelines
and on the TRAN opinion on a new circular economy action plan: I was happy to hear that, on both files, the compromise
negotiations are going well. We heard reports back on trilogue negotiations on CEF and the EYR 2021. TRAN also had a very
useful debate with Patrick Ky, Executive Director of EASA, on updates on the Boeing 737 Max file, on the impact of the COVID
pandemic on air transport, and on Brexit. Staying on the subject of aviation, we also had debates on the EU/Japan aviation
safety agreement and on the delegated act on slot waiver extension.

Finally, it is worth mentioning that this TRAN Committee meeting was held during the Gender Equality Week in the
Parliament. As chairwoman I was very happy to welcome a woman official of DG Move, Elisabeth Kotthaus, to discuss
women’s role in transport and to see an active participation by TRAN members in this debate, not only by female but also
male colleagues!

In this edition...
Meeting on 28-29 October 2020
 Establishing an EU Strategy for Sustainable Tourism
 Technical and operational measures for more efficient and cleaner maritime transport
 Agreement between the European Union and Japan on civil aviation safety
 Establishing the Connecting Europe Facility
 European Year of Rail (2021)
 Scrutiny: Delegated act on Slot waiver extension, Exchange of views with the Commission
 Revision of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) guidelines
 Rail passengers' rights and obligations (recast)
 New Circular Economy Action Plan
 European Gender Equality Week 2020: Women in Transport, Exchange of views with Ms Kotthaus, DG Move
 Exchange of views with the Executive Director of EASA, Patrick Ky

Tourism Task Force update: European Tourism Forum on 23 October
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Rail passengers' rights and obligations
(recast)
Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from
interinstitutional negotiations
o Rapporteur: Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D)
o Plenary: (tbc)

Result of the vote: 38 in favour, 7 against, 4 abstentions

Establishing an EU Strategy for Sustainable
Tourism
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar (EPP)
o Vote in TRAN: January 2021 (tbc)

Ms Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar (EPP) presented her
draft own-initiative report “on establishing an EU
strategy for sustainable tourism” to Parliament's
Committee on Transport and Tourism on Wednesday
28 October. The draft report is the first major own
initiative report on Tourism since the last one that was
adopted in 2015.

For Ms Monteiro de Aguiar, the EU will not be able to
support the tourism sector in its transition without a
structural change within its institutions. She therefore
suggests the establishment of a new governance
model at European level and calls on the Commission
to strengthen the organisational, financial and human
resources structure of the ‘Tourism’ Unit’ within the
DG GROW, with a view to taking an integrated and
efficient approach to tourism. The rapporteur also calls
for the creation of a European Tourism Agency and
regrets the absence, in the multiannual financial
framework 2021-2027, of a budget line dedicated to
tourism, which is however an EU competence. The
Commission is also called upon to draw up a new
tourism strategy to replace that of 2010 and to revise
the ‘European Charter for Sustainable and Responsible
Tourism’ from 2012. Emphasis is also placed on the
need to develop a reference framework for data
collection on sustainability, over-tourism and under-
tourism criteria, in order to improve decision-making.

Post-Covid-19 recovery. The draft report contains a
series of recommendations aimed at ensuring the
recovery of the sector and addressing the devastating
effects of Covid-19 on the tourism and travel industry.
Globally, the drop in tourism in the first 8 months of
2020 resulted in a loss of $730 billion in revenue - more
than eight times the loss incurred during the 2009
economic crisis, according to UNWTO.

In her report, Ms Monteiro de Aguiar therefore urges
States “without delay” to apply common criteria for
travel. Calls for testing procedures to be implemented
on departure for travellers in order to avoid quarantine
periods and asks the Commission to create a European
health certification label to guarantee compliance with
strict health criteria at the destination point in the EU.

Finally, she regrets that the post-Covid-19 Next
Generation EU Recovery Plan does not provide for
direct funding for the tourism sector and calls on the
Member States to include such funding in their
national recovery plans.

Shadow rapporteurs and other intervening members
agreed on the draft's orientation. They took active part
in the debate and urged for additional measures to
relaunch tourism in Europe and to help businesses
survive the COVID-19 crisis. The shadows thanked the
rapporteur for her inclusive approach and looked
forward to reaching an agreement on the final text in
the coming days.

Technical and operational measures for
more efficient and cleaner maritime
transport
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Karima Delli (Greens)
o Vote in TRAN: (tbc)

Ms Karima Delli (Greens) presented her draft report on
the Technical and operational measures for more
efficient and cleaner maritime transport. The
rapporteur insisted on the necessity to implement a
EU-based legislative framework for maritime transport
in order to reduce the impact of this sector on public
health and on the environment. In this regard, the
report proposes several measures such as the ban of
heavy fuel oil, encouraging research and investment
towards decarbonation, the deployment of zero-
emission vessels from conception to decommissioning,
and the classification of the Mediterranean as an ECA.

Shadows and other MEPs welcomed the draft report
with much interest, highlighting its high ambitions and
comprehensiveness. They all stressed the necessity to
act upon such a polluting sector. Several speakers
highlighted the need for adequate intended financial
support. Many speakers expressed concern about the
current availability of alternative sustainable
technologies to achieve the stated goals. They also
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stressed the importance of taking into account the
competitiveness of the European maritime sector.
Other speakers insisted on having a comprehensive
legislative framework to push the maritime sector
towards decarbonation. Finally, some speakers called
for a realistic approach that takes into account the
positions and the interests of the sector’s stakeholders
and workforce.

Ms Kopczynska, from DG MOVE, commended the draft
report for its ambitious greening targets for the
maritime transport. She reminded the committee that
the Commission is to put forward a Strategy for
Mobility in the upcoming weeks, which includes
maritime transport. She played down concerns about
the availability of alternative fuels by saying that there
were more than a hundred varieties. She agreed on the
need to include maritime transport in the ETS for a
further reduction of emissions. She also addressed the
concerns over R&D by assuring that the Commission
intends to sign multiple research partnerships in the
framework of the Horizon 2020 programme. Finally,
she acknowledged the importance of preserving and
enhancing the EU’s competitiveness in maritime
transport.

Agreement between the European Union
and Japan on civil aviation safety
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar (EPP)
o Vote in TRAN: 30 November - 1 December 2020

(tbc)

The rapporteur, Ms Claudia Monteiro De Aguiar (EPP),
presented her draft recommendation on the
conclusion of the Agreement on civil aviation safety
between the European Union and Japan. She
expressed her support to the agreement, which will
facilitate the access to the Japanese market for the
European companies and will allow to save costs and
time.

In the ensuing debate, members agreed with the
position of the rapporteur and underlined the essential
role of international cooperation in the civil aviation
safety.

Revision of the Trans-European Transport
Network (TEN-T) guidelines
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Jens Gieseke (EPP)
o Vote in TRAN: 30 November - 1 December 2020

(tbc)

Presenting his initial proposals for possible
compromise amendments, the rapporteur stressed the
importance of completing the TEN-T core network until
2030 while adapting the network to connectivity needs
and transport flows where necessary, of sufficient
financial support for the development of the networks,
of the TEN-T’s enabling role in stimulating growth and
reducing geographical inequalities, of strengthening
the maritime and ports dimension of the TEN-T policy
and of ensuring well-functioning transport links
between Ireland and continental Europe. Shadow
rapporteurs overall welcomed the rapporteur's
proposals, but with a view to the upcoming revision of
the TEN-T guidelines regulation called for further
elaboration of certain aspects, in particular regarding
the timely completion and a strengthened governance
of the TEN-T, a better involvement of civil society
stakeholders, improving the interconnection between
corridors and with regional transport networks,
ensuring alignment of the TEN-T with Green Deal
objectives, and recognizing the strategic role of the
TEN-T in central and eastern European member states
and in the Western Balkans.

New Circular Economy Action Plan
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Jutta Paulus (Greens)
o Vote in TRAN: 10 November 2020

The rapporteur highlighted the importance of new
circular action plan for reaching the objectives of the
Green Deal and the challenges and opportunities for
the transport and tourism sectors in this context. She
thanked Shadow rapporteurs for the good work
around a full set of compromises that will cover a
number of issues ranging from vehicles and fuel,
packaging and waste reduction and recycling, share-
mobility services, new business opportunities, the
tourism, and hospitality sector.

Shadow rapporteurs broadly agreed with the
rapporteur’s view and expressed support, albeit with
some nuances, for the set of compromises under
negotiation.
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Scrutiny: Delegated act on Slot waiver
extension
Exchange of views with the Commission

The Commission came to the TRAN Committee to
present the delegated regulation on the slot waiver
extension, adopted under the urgency procedure.
The aim of this delegated regulation is to extend the
derogation for slot allocation. Therefore, slot
coordinators will consider slots allocated for the period
from 1 March 2020 until 27 March 2021 as having been
operated by the air carrier to which they were initially
allocated. This derogation of the principle "use-it-or-
lose-it" is essential in response to the substantial
decrease in air traffic due to COVID-19.

Members took the floor to support the delegated act
and noted the necessity to have an EU common
strategy on aviation, harmonising health and security
rules for air travel and supporting the sector with
financial instruments such as the Recovery and
Resilience facility. They also asked whether another
slot waiver will be needed after April 2021 and
requested to amend the "use-it-or-lose-it" principle to
address the shortcomings of the current regulation
such as the practice of "ghost flights".

European Gender Equality Week 2020:
Women in Transport
Exchange of views with Ms Elisabeth Kotthaus, DG
Move

At the initiative of MEP Vera Tax (S&D) and in the
framework of the European Parliament’s European
Gender Equality Week, MEPs from TRAN Committee
discussed the under-representation of women in the
transport sector with the European Commission on
Thursday 29 October.

Women account for only 22% of workers in this
industry, according to figures from the European
Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF). On the eve of the
debate in the TRAN Committee, the organisation
published a survey of some 3,000 female workers in
the transport sector in Europe. The ETF report details
the main obstacles faced by these female workers, also
explaining their under-representation. The first is the
culture of masculinity and the gender stereotypes that
prevail in this sector. Then there is unequal treatment
at work and a lack of work-life balance. Only 2% of all
pilots seeking employment are female (IATA) also

estimated that only 5% of the global pilot population is
currently female and only 3% of airline CEOs are
female. The fact is largely a result of stereotyped views
that women do not have the abilities required to fly or
repair an aircraft, and a lack of encouragement for
women to choose careers in aviation. Similarly, in
maritime areas, women represent only 2% of the
world’s 1.2 million seafarers, while some estimates
suggest that 28% to 30% of cruise ships workers are
women seafarers.

© European Union 2020 – EP/photographer

Finally, the gaps in provisions on health and safety of
women at work, including access to decent sanitation,
and the high levels of violence and harassment against
women in the workplace are highlighted.

MEPs therefore called on the European Commission to
take action, in particular by integrating a gender-
sensitive approach into EU transport policies.
The Commission has replied that it is focused on the
several actions that are still in place, which are:

- Making EU-rules on work-life balance for women
and men work in practice - by ensuring that
Member States transpose and implement the
rules;

- Promoting equal uptake of family leaves and
flexible working arrangements improving access
to high quality and affordable childcare and other
care services;
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- Making sure that women and men receive equal
pay for the same work and for work of equal value
- on average women earn 16.2 % less per hour
than men - by tabling binding measures on pay
transparency by the end of 2020;

-Improving the balance between women and men
in decision making positions by adopting EU-wide
targets on gender balance on corporate boards;

-Encouraging more diversity in the workplace by
promoting the EU Platform of Diversity Charters in
all sectors, by addressing the digital gender gap in
the updated Digital Education Action Plan;

-Equality strategy also means including a gender
perspective in all policy areas at all levels and at
all stages of policy making (e.g. transport policy)
green deal and digitalisation;

- Funding for gender equal future: In the next EU
budget (2021-2027), gender equality-related
projects will be supported and funded through a
number of EU programmes: from dedicated
grants under the Citizens, Equality, Rights and
Values Programme to the big structural, social and
cohesive EU funds.

Exchange of views with the Executive
Director of EASA, Patrick Ky

The Committee of Transports and Tourism held an
exchange of views with the Executive Director of EASA
Patrick Ky over three topics: the return of the Boeing
737 Max, the impact of the COVID pandemic on air
transport, and Brexit.

Regarding the return of the Boeing 737 Max, Mr Ky
informed that EASA deems the aircraft sufficiently safe
to allow it to fly again. The agency had set some
conditions that the aircraft had to meet: a correct
understanding of the causes of the accidents, the
modification of the aircraft’s design and the correction
of the incriminated flaws, an independent assessment
of the changes by EASA, and the implementation of
adequate training for the flying personnel. Indeed,
EASA oversaw a 20-month long testing process to
assess the safety of the aircraft following the changes
implemented by Boeing. Moreover, the agency
decided to improve and implement new procedures
and training for the flying personnel starting next year.
Nevertheless, Mr Ky assured that EASA will keep
monitoring the aircraft after its return. He also
declared that EASA would publish a new airworthiness
and safety directive regarding the aircraft by the end of

the year. Finally, 737 Max operations would resume by
the end of 2020/early 2021.

About the impact of the COVID pandemic, EASA
published a COVID safety protocol in airports and on-
board. The protocol intends to make passengers trust
flying again by attenuating the uncertainty prevailing
in airports and airlines. The latter implement the safety
protocol on a voluntary basis, which currently covers
currently only 40% of the air traffic in Europe. EASA is
currently working with the ECDC to improve and
extend the safety protocol and support the air
transport sector’s take-off. Nevertheless, Mr Ky
highlighted the need for a coordinated European
approach in COVID safety protocols in air travel.

Finally, Mr Ky assured that EASA was ready for all Brexit
scenarios. Although the agency prefers a Brexit deal,
EASA has prepared technical measures to preserve
interests and safety in the air transport sector.

TRAN members welcomed Mr Ky’s intervention. They
commended EASA for its thorough examination of the
737 Max’s safety while insisting on not making any
compromise in this regard. They also welcomed the
EASA’s efforts in implementing a common COVID
safety protocol, while underpinning the fact that
harmonizing COVID rules in air transport is an essential
aspect towards the sector’s recovery. In addition,
speakers asked about the safety on-board vis-à-vis the
circulation of the virus. Furthermore, several speakers
highlighted the important socioeconomic hardship
suffered by employees in air transport, such as layoffs,
and accomplishing more dangerous tasks for smaller
wages. MEPs also expressed concern about the safety
consequences of the pilots’ long period of inactivity
due to lower air traffic. Finally, the economic losses
suffered by airlines and airports in the wake of the
pandemic, and the necessity of supporting their
recovery were stressed.

Mr Ky assured EASA’s effort in lobbying for a common
COVID safety protocol and asked for the European
Parliament’s support in this regard. Moreover, the ED
mentioned the use of flight simulators to address the
issues related to pilots’ inactivity (the possibility of new
training is not excluded should the pandemic last too
long). He also assured that EASA maintains its efforts
to preserve the rights of air transport employees.
Finally, Mr Ky said that despite conflicting reports,
EASA has yet to find evidence on on-board
contamination.
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Establishing the Connecting Europe Facility
Reporting back to committee on the negotiations
(Rule 74(3))
o Rapporteurs: Henna Virkkunen (EPP), Marian-Jean

Marinescu (EPP), and Dominique Riquet (Renew)
o Responsible: ITRE-TRAN

The TRAN Co-rapporteurs Mr Marian-Jean Marinescu
and Mr Dominique Riquet gave a feedback on the
trilogue on Establishing the Connecting Europe Facility
which took place on 26 October in the European
Parliament. Previous negotiations in early 2019 had
already resulted in a “common understanding” on
large parts of the draft regulation. The resumed fresh
talks need to tackle all those issues which have
remained open, including in particular the financial
envelopes foreseen for transport and their
implementation but also horizontal questions in the
relation to the next MFF. Co-rapporteurs together with
the EP negotiating team intend to work closely with the
German Presidency with a view to finalizing the
negotiations in good time.

European Year of Rail (2021)
Reporting back to committee on the negotiations
(Rule 74(3))
o Rapporteurs: Anna Deparnay-Grunenberg

(Greens/ALE)

Ms Anna Deparnay-Grunenberg (Greens) updated the
TRAN Committee on inter-institutional negotiations on
the European year of Rail 2021. The first trilogue on 27
October was entirely held remotely and without
interpretation. Despite these difficult conditions, it was
cordial and fruitful. Both the rapporteur and the
German Presidency presented their positions and
agreed on several common points that will be dealt
later in a technical meeting. However, the rapporteur
highlighted the importance to convey a political
message by inserting more ambitious objectives in the
report, such as the completion of the TEN-T, the

promotion of intermodality and modal shift in tourism
and the emphasis of trains as cultural heritage.

Shadows agreed with the rapporteur and expressed
their optimism to conclude the negotiations during the
German presidency.

Next trilogue will take place on 12 November.

The 19th European Tourism Forum (ETF), held annually
since 2002, took place online on 23 October under the
German Presidency of the Council of the EU with its
focus on ways of resolving the crisis and reorienting
tourism in Europe.

One of the keynote speakers at this forum was MEP
Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar, Member of the TTF
Steering group, focusing in particular on the measures
policy-makers should take in order to support post-
lockdown efforts to stabilise and to reorient Europe’s
tourism industry.

During the forum, over 200 participants in various
discussion rounds looked at issues like safe travel,
regaining the confidence of customers, reviving urban
tourism, and the need for greater coordination of
COVID-19-related precautions within Europe.

More info: https://www.eu2020.de/eu2020-
en/events/-/2353802

Tourism Task Force update
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda

Tuesday 10 November 9.00-11.00 and 13.45-15.45

 Vote on draft opinion on New Circular Economy Action Plan
 Presentation by the European Court of Auditors on ECA Special Report 09/2020 (Discharge 2019):

The EU core road network: shorter travel times but network not yet fully functional
 Exchange of views with Maja Markovčić Kostelac, Executive Director of the European Maritime

Safety Agency
 Presentation of study on “Emerging technologies transforming the transport sector and actions

needed to prepare transport infrastructure for these changes”

TRAN Committee meetings 2020

Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources

Monday           30/11/2020 13.45-15.45
Tuesday           01/12/2020 13.45-15.45 and 16.45-18.45

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-
analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
German Presidency of the Council: https://www.eu2020.de/eu2020-en

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©


